As part of the preparation for the epidemiological surveillance during the 2004 Olympics, a pilot study was conducted during July and August 2002 to assess the feasibility and value of a syndromic surveillance network in the Greek health care system environment. The points of data collection were the emergency departments (EDs) of 14 hospitals in the greater Athens metropolitan area, 3 more cities hosting Olympic games, as well as one major primary health care facility close to Athens and the Olympic athletic facilities. The Hellenic Center for Infectious Disease Control (HCIDC) staff visited participating sites daily to review chief complaints and preliminary diagnoses recorded in ED books and to collect information on a specially designed form for ED encounters representing 1 of 12 public health syndromes of interest. All data from the facilities were faxed to the HCIDC Office of Olympic Games and an analysis report was produced daily. HCIDC staff, in collaboration with infection control nurses, conducted follow-up investigations on a number of cases for verification of condition. The syndromic surveillance network was well accepted in the participating facilities, and expanding it to cover all major public hospitals of the Athens metropolitan area and other cities is deemed feasible. This will require custom-designed procedures for data collection for each health care facility, as well as additional training of ED personnel. The system is currently being evaluated regarding sensitivity and specificity and is expected to be fully operational at least 6 months before the 2004 Olympics.
